www.hoponinclusion.com

; HORon . , -
- uycws',od L

PRIVING PEOPLE TOWARDS AN INCLUSIVE MINDSET

Powered by e
%

e Me tov Mevélao Toaolon kat tnv ABnva Kpntikou
- With Menelaos Tsaousis and Athena Kritikou

o Anopayvntopwvnon: Zehida 1 pe 4 / Transcript: Page 4 till the end

Anopayvntodwvnon

Avdpikn dwvny: Elval ta Podcast, Tou hoponinclusion.com

Muvawkeio dwvn: Mela oag, eipat n ABnva Kpntikou, I6pUtpla kat Mpoedpog tou 2.K.E.M. Znuepa
dotevw Tov diho kat cuvepydtn Mevéhao Toaouon, AleuBuvtr oto Nadikd Xwpld SOS tng Bapng kat
™G Xtéyng NEwv ABnNVWV Kal eKMOLSEUTH KLYNTIKOTNTAC KL TTPOCAVATOALOHOU yLa ATOUA UE
npoBAnuata 6paonc.

Avbpikn dwvA: IkEPOU pLo Kowwvia yior 6Aoug, mpoodokieg, eATiOeC Kal SLekSIKAOTELS. TUINTAUE XWPLG
diAtpa 6Aa ta T, Nwg kat MNati mou pag npoBAnuatilouv.

ABnva Kpntikol: Mevélae Hou KaANUEPQ, OE EUXOPLOTW TIAPA TIOAU TIOU £(00IL KOVTA LA G LEPOL.
Mevéhag, n €vvola TNG MPOooPBACLUOTNTAG, YL ECEVA, (VAL LOVO OL pAUTIEG;

Mevéhaog Toaolong : “Oxt, Ba EAeya OTL OL pAUTIEC Eival LOVO £Va UIKPO KOUUATL TNG MPOoBACLUOTNTAG
KoL 8ev glval To HOVO Kal To Lovadiko, eivat TTOAAG GAAQ TTpAyATA TTOU TIPETEL VAL Elval TpooBAciua
yla va pTACOoUUE 0T PAUTIA, TIPOKELUEVOU VO AVEBOUE i va KaTEBou e To te(oSpouLO 1 OTLORTIOTE
@AMo. H mpooBaciuotnta ayyllel mapa moAAEG Evvolec, SLadopeTIKEG Kal SPACELS : TpoaBaciudTnTa oTo
oXoAsilo, MPooBaCLUOTNTA OTO XWPO EPYACLOC, OTA TAVETILOTH LA KoL 0TO dopnpévo meptBarlov. Eivatl
OTOLlXEela TTOU TIPETIEL VOL UTIAPYOUV TIPOKELEVOU VA NV UTTAPXOoUV eUnddla otn mpocBacn os
OTIOLAVONTIOTE £XEL AVAYKN.



- @a nBela Twpa va oculntricou e eMikalpa Kal kpiolpa Béuata, Ta onola sipal os Béon va yvwpilw
ndoo o€ ayyilouv kal moco adooLwpéVog eloat otny eniteun Toug. Oa mw armAwg Tig AeEeLg KAELWOLA
«MNaudikn Npootacia», «AnolSpupatonoinon», «EvaAhaktikég Mopdég YrootAptEng Maudiwv».

- H AnolSpupatomnoinon eivat évag kUplog otdyog tng Natdikrg Npootaciag, Pe TNV évvola OTL Ta aldid
KOlL YEVLKA TOL ATOMOL TTIOU UITOPEL val ival Kol dtopa pe avamnnpla, mToAU cuxva oTn Xwpa Lag o€
avtiBeon pe GANEG AVEMTUYHEVES XWPEG TNS Eupwmng aAAd Kal TOU UTTOAOLTIOU KOOROU, 0T XWPA LA
£XOoUHE akopa LPNAS TooooTO MALSLWV oV BplokovTal o€ IPUHATA, LEYOAWVOUV OE LoplpaTa Kal
QUTO £XEL Olyoupa APVNTIKEC ETUITTWOELG Lo TNV €EEALEN TOUC, ELVOL KATL TIOU KOL EPEVVNTLKA EXEL
anodelyBel og mapa TOAU peydAo Babuo, Kol EUTUXWE LETA OO TIPOOTIAOELEG EMAYYEALOTLWV YLa
TIOAAQ XpOVvLa, TO TEAEUTALO XPOVLA TO KPATOG £XEL CUVELONTOTIOLNOEL OTL TTPETEL VAL KIVNBOUUE oa Ywpa
TPOG aUTH TNV KATEVLBUVON, £XEL EVAPUOVLIOTEL N VOHOBEsia TIPog To koppdTt tng Artol§pupatonoinong.
Yrnpée olvdeon petall Twv Suo TEAEUTALWY KUPBEPVANCEWVY IPOG AUTH ThV KateLBULVON, KATL IOV €ival
Tapa TOAU onNUavTikd. OUCLOOTIKA 0 VOUOG 0 0Tolog auTr) Tn oTyun Vel Pndiotnke amno tnv
TiponyoUUevn KuBépvnaon Kal ebapUoleTal amo auTh, Tou auTo and Povo Tou eival éva moAl Betikd
otoleio. H AnolSpupatomnoinon otn xwpa pag ExeL EEKVAOEL, ivarl K&t Tou Tpémnel va SouAépoupe
OAoL Ttpog auTtr thv KateuBuvon kot va arnodexBoU e To VEO TPOTIO UTTOOTAPLENG TTALSLWV TTOU
MEYOAWVOUV HaKPLA Ao To BLOAOYLKO TOUC OLKOYEVELAKO TiepLBAAAOV, UTIAPXOUV Ot KAmolo Babuo
anoteAéopata, 0AAA £XOUE Kal Ttapa oAl SpOUO UIPooTad pog av B€houpe va moupe OtL Ba
dTAcou e 0To onpelo va KAEloOUPE Tpaypatika Ta opupata. Kat otav Aéue bpupata Sev
ovadepopaote povo ota oplpata mou Grhoevolv matdLd TUTILKAG avamtuéng, tloplata mou
dofevolv matdLd ) dtopa Pe avamnpla, mou ot Xwea Kag ivat mapa moAAd Kot TIoAU LeYGAoG o
aplBuoc.

- Oa KGvw pia aderéotatn epwtnon. AnolSpupatonoinon eee... yla ToAD Ukpd
TALOLA...TIPOKTLKA...6nAadn, eyw Tou Sev yvwpllw MOAU To aVTIKEIIEVO, YLOTL TO AVTLIKELEVO LoV lval
teleiwg Sladopetikd, dtav £xelg Eva Bpédog N éva matdi mou elval £€L uNvwv, UTTOBETW OTL OTA TTALSLKA
XwpLa SOS £xete kat Bpédn.....

-'EXOUHE, £XOUE ULOC UKPAC NALKIAG...
-'Etol dev eivat; Mikpn¢ nAkiag.

- OxL otn Bapn, €xoupe tov zevwva Qhofeviag Bpedpwv oto Mapolot, Tov Zevwva SOS, mou kel
dofevole madLd pikpnig nAkiog.

- Ekel Tt pmopet va yivel yua tnv AnolSpupatomnoinon, yati mpaktikd sivad...

- Avaloywg, avaAoywce TO VOLILKO KaBeoTwe Tou madlol, av eivat kabapd To KOUUATL TN EMMENELA,
Snhadn av €xel adatpebel n empéAeLa amd To BLOAOYIKO, OLKOYEVELAKO TTEPLBAANOV, TOTE OE AUTH TV
nepintwon unapyet Suvatotnta ulobeoiag. Otav avadepopaote o maldld Kkprng nAkiag, SnAadn
ratdla S0, TpLWV, VOGS £TOUC, TOTE TA ALTAUATA, (TE yla avadoyn, ite yla uloBecia ival apketd. Apa
oXeb0V €xoupe e€aodaliosl oTn WA Hag OTL Eva Tadl KPS NALKLOG e TIG Kawvoupleg Sladilkaoieg
mou akoAouBouvtal, dev Ba peivel oto (Spupa, Ba AEL 0 KATIOLO OLKOYEVELOKO TEPLBAAAOV YL
avadoyn, uloBeoia avaloya pe To VOULKO KaBeoTtwg Tou matdlol. To mpoBAnua ival otav



avadepopaote og peyalltepa ratdid mou ouv oe 1&pLpata, SnAadn amo maldld oXTw ETWV Kal AW,
KOlL AKOULOL TIEPLOCOTEPO O TtALSLA ) ATopa e avarmnpia. Ekel evw umtapyel mpoodopad, umtdpxel SnAadn
ONUAVTLKOC aplBpoc matdlwy Kal atouwv mou Jouv o€ Wplupata, eival ealpeTIKA PIKPO...eAdXLOTOL Ol
uroyndlot avadoyol ) umoPrdLol Tpog uloBeoia yLa AUTEG TIC TTEPUTTWOELG. Eival KATL Tou mpéneL va
S0UAEPOUUE TEPLOCOTEPO, TIPETEL VO EKTTALOEUTOULIE TIEPLOGOTEPO OOV KOLVWVLA, TIPETEL Val
KOTOVON)OOUE TO OdeNOG TTou Umopet va €xel éva taldi mou peyaAwvel o€ €va (dpupa, otav Ba Bpebel
O£ OLKOYEVELOKO TIEPLBAAAOV KaL VA EVWOOUE aUTH TNV emBupia ou €xel o urtoPndlog avadoyog
YOVLOG UE TO (610 To TaLdi, MPOKEIPMEVOU VA N LEYOAWOEL 0To (Spupa Kal va SleupUVOUUE Alyo T
NALKLOKA OpLa.

- KatahaBaivw, katahaBaivw.... Ba ivat Altyo akopdo autd mou Ba nw, katadafaivw 0Tl KAmolog BEAeL
va ULoBEeTNoEL £va Tio HLKPO Tadi, versus éva Tio peyaho matdi, yati...Matl urtontevopot OTL XL TNV
aioBnon otL to matdi dev Ba Bupdral Ta xpovia oto dpupa, otL Ba Se6¢ei aneubeiag pe Tov yovéa kot Ba
gival ameuBelag olkoyevelako LENOG. Evw otav £xelg éva maldi oxtw, déka, Swdeka eTwv, To Taldi
Buparal, E€pel OTL Eekivnoe amo to 6pu..Eekivnoe LAAAOV Qo LA OLKOYEVELD PO OVWCE TTOU ixe
B£pata, katéAne oto dpupa, yla va GTACEL 0TV KalvoUpla OLKOYEVELA. Apa KaTtoavow tov ¢oBo,
KOTOVOW TNV aywvia TwV yoviwy, N EpwTtnon Lou gival: Yla olkoyEvela ou Ba uloBetriost éva maidi
S6E€ka-6wdeka eTWV, HeTA N Soun Twv matdlkwy Ywplwv SOS Ba akolouBnoel, Ba BonBroel tnv
OLKOY£VELQ TTIOU £XEL ULOBETNOEL, VA TOUC TTAALOLWOEL, VA TOUG...KAL YL TIOGO KALpo;

- BeBaiwg. Ta matdikd xwptd SOS £xovtag tnVv emtpélela evog motdlov mou nnyaivel os avadoyn,
Slatnpouv TNy empéAEL, dpa £xouv Kal tnv euBuvn. Npodavwe Oa eival SimAa otov avadoyo yovid ylo
va Tov untootnpiouv o€ KGBe Tou Brua, elte MPoohEPOVTAG TOU UTNPECIEG £lTE aKOUA KAl
LLE....TPOCHEPOVTOC TOU OLKOVOLKH BonBsla yla va avTlpeTwrtiel Ta €€0da tou avadoyou maldlou.
AvtioTtolya, omolodnmote maldi avriKeL o€ KAToLo GpopEa f 0 KATIOLO ISpupa TIOU £XEL TNV EMUEAELD
TOU Kall TTAEL 0TNV avadoyn OLKOYEVELQ, KAl TO (810 To dpupa €xel euBUVN AAAA KL TO KPATOC TTAEOV EXEL
guBUvVn uTtooTAPLENG TOU avadoxou péoa amo Toug Beopoug tou Statnpel, £xel avakowwBel duaikd Kat
£va enibopa to omoio avtlotolyel otnv avadoxn, kot O£Aw vo mLoTelw OTL AUTO TO KOUUATL Oa
umootnpLyBel akopa EPLOCOTEPO O0TO PEANOV OUTWE WOTE VAL NV UTIAPXOUV KAL TIPAKTLIKEG SUOKOALEG
TIOU KATTOLOG UTTOPEL val aVTIUETWTI{EL IPOKELEVOU va GTAOEL oTnV avadoxn f otnv uloBeoia, Kal dtav
HNGpE PuoLka yLo éva Ttadi To omoio Hmopel va avtIUeTwITi(eL Kal Kamoleg SuokoAieg avamtuéng,
propel va €xeL kamola avamnnpia, TOTe olyoupa To KOOTOG ival TOAU HeyaAUTEPO Kl EKEL TIPETEL VAL
UTIAPXEL UTIOOTAPLEN, LEYOAUTEPN UTTOOTNPLEN, TIPOKELUEVOU VAL LNV ATTOTEAEL EUMOSLO OE KATOLOV TToU
B£AeL va uTtootnpiel éva maldi to omoio €xel Suokolieg, av BéAoupe va ol pe OtL Ba KatadEpoupes va
kAelooupe Ta WopUpata MPEMeL val aAAAEOU e KOl vooTpoTia kot va aAAAdEou e katelBuvan otoug
midpoug, TOPOL yLa TNV urmtootnPLEn matdlwy, ite auTd peyaAwvouv o I6pUOTA EiTE PEYOAWVOUY
OTIOUBNTIOTE, UTIAPYOUV , TIAVTO UTINPXAV, AOXETWE OV OEV lval LEYAAOL, QUTOL OL TOPOL TIPETEL VA
KateuBUVBOULV TIPOC VEEG SLaSLKOLEG, oL oTtoleg elval Lo GIALKEG TIPOG Ta TaLdLA Kal avadEpopal otnv
avadoyn Kat uloBeata.

- Kakd ogvaplo, urtdpyxouv yovelg oL omoiol petd amod £€L pnveg, Swdeka URveg oag Aéve “MNapte niocw to
natdi;” Zuyyvwpn, eivat oAl akopo autd mou Aw....

- Nay, vat.



- ...0AAQ uTtoTtTEV O AL OTL UTLAPXEL.

- Yridpyouv, Kal LAALOTA O XWPEC oL oToie¢ SOUAEUOUV XpOVLA QUTO TO KOPUATL UTIAPXOUV KOlL TTOCOOTA.
To mocooTd otav avadepOUaoTte os TaLSLA e avannplieg 1 og edprfouc mou mnyaivouv e avadoxn,
edpnpouc pe mapaBatikotnta, eprpouc pe dStddopeg SuokKoAieg, kel elval Kal TApo TTOAD ONUAVTLKA,
otnv Apepikn eivat mepimou 30% o€ AUTEG TIG MEPUMTWOELG, SnAadh oxedov 1 ota 3 maldLd Umopet va pn
TAEL KAAA. AuTo Sev onpaivel OTL eival éva TPOYPAULLO TO OTIOL0 SV PETIEL VAL TIPOX WP OEL, AUTO
ONUOLVEL OTL TPETEL VAL UTIAPXEL KAAUTEPN KOS EUON TIPOKELUEVOU VOl LNV QUTEG OL SUGKOALEG
$TACOUV OTO ATOTEAECHA TNG EMLOTPOGN G TOU TIadLOU.

- ATtO TN OTLYUN TIOU £PXETAL Pl OLKOYEVELA Kol {nTAel, B€AeL kamolo moatdi, mdéoog xpovog xpelaletal
UEXpL va uloBetnOel ag mou e to maldi; AnAadn, mepvAve amo KATToLa EEETOOTLKN, EVIOG ELOAYWYLKWY,
niepiodo; Toug eAéyxete; Me TOLOV TPOTIO TOUG EALYXETE;

- Na, 6ev toug eAéyxou e peic mALov, cUUGWVA PE TIG KALVOUPLEG SLASLKAOIEG, UTIAPXEL...UTLAPXEL LA
mAatdopua n onola Tpéxel amnd to Yrnoupyeio Epyaoiag, anod to Yrnoupyeio Epyaciog anod to
Ydurnoupyeio tng Npovolag, untapxel to anynet, N mMAatdopua AEyeTaL.... mopPEL va Tn BPEL KATIOLOC OTO
Sladiktuo eival www.anynet.gr, | péoa amo to paidi.gr prmopei va Bpet OAeC TI¢ amapaitnTeg
nmAnpodopieg. Yriapyel dtadikaotia motonoinong, £xel dpuacikd xpovo n dladikacia motonoinong 6cov
adopa tov untoPridplo avadoxo, Ba oag EAeya OTL XOVOPLKA ATIO TNV WP TIOU EEKLVAEL KATIOLOG, EKELVO
TIOU SLOMIOTWVW, 0KoUyovTag SLadOPETIKEC TEPUTTWOELS lval OTL AUTOC 0 XpOVOC UImopEel va eivat
TECOEPLG UE £EL LNVEC, OVAAOYWG TNV TIEPLOXT], TA ALTALOTO TTOU UTIAPXOUV TTPO¢ afLloAGynan, ag mouue
MLoO xpovo. Ekeivo mou €xel BeAtiwOel elvat o xpovog ou adopd To Tadi, EXEL LELWOEL ApKETA KoL
oUTO gival onuavtikd. O Kovouplog vopocg £xet SikAeidec oUTwWG wWaote 0 XpOVog mou To Taldi puével og
£va (6pupa vo Unv elval LeyaAog Omwe NTav oto mapeAbov, va MEceL auTtdg 0 XPOvoc. Apa, UTTAPXEL
£V Xpovog avapovng ooov adopad tov untodrdtlo mou Ba pnel otn Stadkacia tng avadoyng, oAAd
£XEL ULKPUVEL TTIPOG OdeNOC ToU TtadLol 0 XpOvog TTou Ta TtaldLd kabovrtal avtiotola o W6pupaTa HEXPL
va yivel n Stadikaoia tg avadoxnc. 2To maldiko xwptd SOS mou To SOUAEUOUUE CUCTNUATIKA, KAVOVTOC
MLo Eloaywyn TodLlou, UMaiveL 0To GUCTNOL OTOUG TPELG LVEG LLE TO TTIOU YIVETAL N ELOAyWYH, QUTO
ovadépetal o OAa Ta Iopupato otnv EAAASQ, EIHOOTE UTTOXPEWUEVOL ETA OTTO TPELG UNVES VAL
oveBacou e to matdi otnv mAatpopua eite yio avadoyn eite yia vtobeoia. Katd péco 6po and tn
OTLyur Tou avePaivel to maldi petd and SUo wg TpeLg URveg, av Bpebel umondloc, peldyel amno to
6pupa.

- Mevélae pou, g euxaploTw Tdpa oAU, Ba ta Eavamnoupe cUvIoua.

Avbpikn dwvn: lotopieg atotodofiag aAAd Kol LoTopieg TNG SUTAaVAG KAELOTAG MOPTAC TTOU GUXVA Sev
unoPlaldpacte

Mo va pn XAoete Kavéva eneloodlo amno ta podcast tou Hop On Inclusion, akoAouBrote pag oto Spotify,
Google Podcast, Apple Podcast, Podbean, kat ¢puacikd oto hoponinclusion.com.

Transcript

Male Voice: These are the Hoponinclusion.com Podcasts


http://www.anynet.gr/

Female voice: Hello, my name is Athena Kritikou, Founder and President of SKEP. Today | am hosting my
friend and partner Menelaos Tsaousis, Director of the SOS Children's Village of Vari and the Athens
Youth Shelter. He is also a mobility and orientation trainer for the visually impaired.

Male voice: Imagine a society for all: expectations, hopes and assertions. We discuss all the Whats,
Hows and Whys that trouble us, without any filters.

Athena Kritikou: Good morning, Menelae, thank you very much for being with us today. Menelae, is the
concept of accessibility only ramps for you?

Menelaos Tsaousis: No, | would say that ramps make up only a small part of accessibility and it's not the
only one. There are many other things that need to be accessible to get to the ramp, for example to go
up or down the sidewalk. Accessibility touches on many different concepts: accessibility in school,
accessibility in the workplace, in universities and in the infrastructure. These are elements that must be
present so that there are no barriers for anyone in need.

- | would now like to discuss current and critical issues, which | am in a position to know how much they
touch you and how committed you are to supporting them. | will just say the keywords “Child
Protection”, “Deinstitutionalization”, “Alternative Forms of Child Support”.

- Deinstitutionalization is a main goal of Child Protection, in the sense that children, and in general
people who are disabled, are brought up in institutions and this definitely has a negative impact on their
development. Very often in our country Greece, in contrast to other developed countries in Europe and
the rest of the world, we still have a high percentage of children who are in institutions. As recent
research has proven how detrimental this is, and thanks to the efforts of professionals in recent years,
the state has realized that we have to move on as a country in this direction. So legislation, has been
going towards the direction of Deinstitutionalization. Fortunately, there has been an understanding
between the last two governments in this direction, which is very important. Essentially, the law that is
currently in force was passed by the previous government and is being implemented by the present one,
which in itself is a very positive factor. Deinstitutionalization in our country has begun, it is something
we must all fully support and accept this new way of aiding children who are raised apart from their
biological family environment. There are positive results to some extent, but we have a long way to go if
we want to say that we have reached the point of actually closing the institutions. When we say
institutions, we are not only referring to the ones that host children of typical development, but also to
institutions that host children or people with disabilities. In our country there very many such
establishments, with large populations.

- I'm going to ask a naive question. Deinstitutionalization uh... practically... do you have an infant or a
child who is six months old? | am guessing that in SOS children's villages you also have infants...

- Yes we do.... Not in Vari, but we have the Children's Hostel in Maroussi, the SOS Hostel, where we host
young children.

- What can be done there about Deinstitutionalization, because practically it is...



- It all depends on the legal status of the child. If the issue of custody has been decided, that is, it has
been removed from the biological family, then there is the possibility of adoption. When we talk about a
very young child, i.e. children of one, two, three years old, then the request made by either the fostering
or adoptive candidate is enough. So, in Greece we have almost guaranteed that through the new
procedures, a young child will not remain in an institution, but rather will go to a family environment for
fostering or adoption, depending on his/her legal status. The problem, however, is when we deal with
older children who live in institutions - children of eight years and older - and even more so with
children with disabilities. While there is a significant number of these children living in institutions, the
number of prospective adopting families or candidates is extremely small. It is something we need to
work on more, we need to educate ourselves more as a society; what we need to understand is that a
child raised in an institution can have, can have great benefits when he becomes part of a family
environment. If we bring together the desire of the foster parent to adopt with the desire of the child to
be raised in a family, then we can widen the age limits even a little bit more.

- l understand, | understand.... what I'm going to say might sound crude... | understand someone
wanting to adopt a younger child, versus an older one. | suspect the adoptive candidate has a feeling
that the child will not remember the years in the institution, therefore he/she will bond more strongly
with the parents and become a more “authentic” family member. Whereas a child of eight, ten, twelve
years old, will remember the years in the institution... he/she was probably taken from a family that
obviously had issues, then ended up in the institution where he/she might get adopted by a new family.
So, | understand the fear, | understand the anxiety of the prospective parents and my question is: will
the SOS Children’s Villages help and support the adopting family who takes on an older child and/or with
disabilities and for how long?

- Of course. The SOS Children's Villages retain custody of a child who goes into foster care, therefore
they also have the responsibility of said child. They will obviously be by the foster parents’ side to
support them every step of the way, either by offering them services or even by offering them financial
help to cover with the expenses of the foster child. Therefore, any child who belongs to an organization
or an institution that has custody and then goes to a foster family, the institution of course has
responsibility over him, but now the state must also support the sponsor through its own institutions. It
has also been announced that an allowance will be given to foster families, according to the child’s
needs. | want to believe that this financial aid will be even more generous in the future so there will be
no practical difficulties for someone to decide on fostering and/or adopting, especially when we are
talking about a child who faces developmental difficulties, or may have a disability, then certainly the
cost is much higher and there must a lot of support. If we really want to close the institutions, we must
change our mindset and redirect the resources that support these children, whether they are raised in
institutions or elsewhere. These resources exist, they have always existed and regardless of the amount,
they must be directed to new processes, which are more friendly towards children, and | refer to foster
care and adoption.

- Ok. Here is a bad scenario: are there parents who after six months, twelve months say to you “l want
you to take the child back”? | am sorry, | know it is very disturbing what | am asking...

- Yes Yes.



- ...but | suspect there are...

- Yes, there are. In fact, countries that have been working on this issue for years have carried out
research and presented percentages. The percentages of children with disabilities, adolescents who go
into foster care, adolescents with delinquency, adolescents with various difficulties are about 30% in the
USA that is, almost 1 in 3 children does not do well in the foster families. This, of course, doesn't mean
that the program shouldn't go forward, nor that the challenges that arise should result in the return of
the child.

- From the moment a family is interested in a child, how long does it take until the child is adopted? Do
they go through a trial period? Do you check and evaluate them?

- Well, according to the new procedures, we no longer evaluate them as there is a platform that is run
by the Ministry of Labor, by the Deputy Ministry of Welfare, there is a platform called anynet. Anyone
interested can find it on the internet at www.anynet.gr, or through paidi.gr for all the necessary
information. There is a certification process, of course and it takes time as far as the prospective sponsor
is concerned, | would say roughly from the time one starts, it takes approximately 4 to 6 months, from
the cases I've heard. Of course, this time frame depends on the area, the requests that must be
evaluated, but | would say half a year. What has definitely improved is the time the child remains
institutionalized, it has decreased quite a bit and that is important. The new law has safeguards so that
the time the child stays in an institution is not as long as it was in the past. So, there is a waiting period
for the candidate family, but fortunately the waiting time for the child in the institution has shortened.
In the SOS Children's Villages we work on it systematically. After 3 months of a child’s arrival to the
Village, we have the obligation to upload him/her on to the platform, either for foster care or adoption
and this applies to all institutions in Greece. On average, from the moment the child is officially on the
platform, he/she leaves the institution usually after two to three months.

- Menelae, thank you very much, we will talk again soon.

- Male voice: Stories of optimism but also stories of what goes on behind closed doors that we often
don't suspect.

To never miss an episode of the Hop On Inclusion podcasts, follow us on Spotify, Google Podcasts, Apple
Podcasts, Podbean, and of course hoponinclusion.com.



