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e Me tov Nnwpyo Ztabn kat tnv ABnva Kpntikou
- With George Stathis and Athena Kritikou

o Anopayvntopwvnon: Zehida 1 pe 6 / Transcript: Page 6 till the end

Anouayvntopwvnon

Avépikn Owvn: Elval ta podcast tou hoponinclusion.com

ABnva Kpntwkou: lela oag eipat n ABnva Kpntikou, bputpla kal mpodedpog tou X.K.E.M. ZRuepa
dofevw Tov Nwpyo 2tadn. O Nwpyog 2tabng sival emayyeApatiag Sieppunvéag EAANVIKAG NONUATIKAG
Mwooag anod to 2013. Elvat 16putni¢ kal mpdedpog tng Kowwvikng Etalpeiag “HandsUp Agency”’, to
T(PWTO MPAKTOPELD SLEPUNVEWV VONUATIKAG YAwooag otnv EAAASa. To 2019 e€eAéyn mpdedpog Tou
owpoateiov Steppunvéwv EAANvikn¢ Nonuatikig NMwoooc.

Avbpikn dwvn: Avamnpio; Mnv koAGG ota otepedTuna. MNa va paboupe va {oupe pall og Evav KOO0
yla 6Aouc.

ABnva KpntkoL: MNwpyo Hou, o€ €va mponyoupevo podcast LIACOUE yla E0€va, TL 0 081 yNoE va
ovtlotabeig og pla kowvwvia adladopn kat ota Kivntpa tou os wbnoav va dnutoupynoslc t “HandsUp
Agency” to 2017. Tov OktwppLo tou 2019, kukAodOpPNOE TO TPWTO AoyoTexVIKO oou PBLPAlo pe titho “H
7n amnoyovog kol ta Sidupa etpadia’’ amo tig ekbooelg Yopomhdavo. MiAnog pog Alyo yia to BLBAio cou,
yla tn OdAeta kat yia tov Kwdo npwa tou BipAiou cou, tov Kipwva.

Mnwpyog 2tadng: Aowov, “H 7n andyovog...” va ToU e OTL OUCLOOTLKA ELVOIL TO TIPWTO LOU AOYOTEXVLKO
BLBAlo, £xw &ekvnoel kat ypadw BLBAla amd ta 13. Htav éva HeyaAo KOUUATL HETA o, TO omolo fBela
KOLL OUTO VA To avantuéw. OUCLAOTLKA, EV CUVTOMLA, va TToU e OTL elval n epuétela piag €dnpng - Ba
TOULE - YuvaiKag, EVTOC EL0AYWYLKWVY YUVAIKOG, apyoTEPA YIVETAL yuvaika, n oroia avakoAUTTEL
MOYLKEG SUVALELG HECO aTTO €val TIETPASL, TIOU £XEL KANPOVOUNOEL A0 TNV OLKOYEVELA TNC. ZEKLVAEL,



Aoutov éva 06oLmopLko mou poomabel va avakaAUPEeL av aUTEC oL SUVAELS TRV TPoodLlopilouy ekeiveg
1 ekeivn ouoLOOTIKA XELpLleTaL QUTEG TIG SUVAUELGS. Mpoomabel va KaTtaAdBEL OUCLOOTIKA TTOLa Elval N
oxéon avapeoa o’ ekelvn KAl o’ auTo To MeTPASL. Méoa o auto to BLBALo ATav vouilw avamodeukTo va
UTTEL £VOC XAPAKTAPOC KWPOG yLa LEVA YLOTL OTWCE Kal epéva LEaa oTh Sk pou T {wr) ol kwdol
UTIAPXOUV KoL KaBnpepva cuvSLaA£yopal LE EKElVOUC, elval KATL TEAEiwC pUGLOAOYLKO Kol auBopunto
uéoa otn {wn pou, £Tol akpLBwG Empere va gival kot péooa oto BLPAlo. Htav pa eukatpio va deiw ott
o€ éva GaVTaOoTIKO KOO0 GUGCLKA £va ATOWO HE avarnplo unopel va €xel B£on kal paALoto unopel va
Sladpapatiost kal Evav oAU onUavTko poio, Sev BEAw va kavw spoiler. Htav pla eukatpia vo Seifw
KOlL TN VONUaTikA, Héoa amod To BLBALO, KAL TO OTL O€ £va HOYLIKO KOOUO VA ATOUO UE avarnpio £Xet
Bcon.

- Quaotkd. Ag pou Agg, mola ATAV N avVTamoKpLon Tou kolvou; Kal Bewpw emiong 6tL Ba tav moAv
evbladépov ota oxoleia va 600si autd to BLPALo yiati elvat oAU evSladEpov va UTTAPXEL EVaG
XQPOAKTNPOC 0 omoiog ival S1adopeTIKOC amo Toug AAAOUC. Mola ATAV N AVTATOKPLON YEVIKOTEPQ,

- Npémnel va w OTL tapa oAU KOopo Eadviooe, mapolo mou Sev To Mepipeva, OtTL elxa évav poho
kwdoL péoa oto BPAio. Eyw to Bewpovoa mapa oAU avapevopevo OTL Ba untrpxe. Htav napa moAv
BeTikn avtamdkplon Kol EMLONG, OUCLACTIKA HoU imav OTL yLla tpwtn dopd prmopoloayv va SoUVE TITUXEG
£VOC KwdoU avBpwrou mou Sev £xouV TNV gukalpia va Tov Souv 6TNV MPAYUATIKOTATA £€W oTNV
KOWWVia. Oewpw OTL 0TNV MPAYHUATIKOTNTA VAL, ElvaL TTAPA TIOAU oNUavTKO Tétola BLBAla va pnaivouv
OVTWC 0TOo oXOA£(0 KoL To TOLSLA VAL €pYOVTAL LECA ATO TOV AOYOTEXVIKO KOOUO ot emadn Ue Intrpata
TIou a.popoUuV TNV Kowwvia, OMwG eival yla mapddetypa n avannpia. I autd To onpeio va nw OTL pLV
niepimou €va xpovo ek8OBNKe KAl TO MPWTO TapaplBbL pou, To omoio oucLaoTtikd €xel QR Codes, mou
uropeic To mapapvdL va to akoug, va to akolosL éva TudAo Ttaldakt, yiati to dtapalel nbomolog.

- Motog eival o Tithog;
- O tithog eivat “H P£LtoeA kal to payika tg (M)Madnuata.”
- AntiBavo! Eival armod tov 16Lo kS0TIKO 0lko;

- Tov (610 ekdoTLKO, val. Kal oto (1610 mapapuBL unapyel eniong QR Code mou pnopeig va deig to
mapaplBL otn vonuatikr, va €1 6Ao to mapopOL otn vonpatikn . Auto Ba umopoloe MPayUATIKA vV
gival éva ekmalbeutiko epyoleio og oxoAeio.

- To €xelg petadpdoet ota AyyAlka;
- Aev £xeL petadpaotel ota AyyAlkd akoua.

- Oa énpene! AOTL ipal olyoupn OTL 0To e€WTEPLKO UTTAPXOUV TéToLa BLBALa, otnv EAAGSO Sev
umapyxouVv, puoika umtapyxouv oAU Alya, aAld afilel Tov koOmo. Kal eoU va TpoomabnoELg val UMELG OTO
61ebvn) xwpo tou mapapuBlol pe StadopeTIkoU NPWEG. MNola ATAV N avTamoKkpLon LEYAAUTEPN LIE TO
TPWTO I e To SeUTEPO;

- Oa umopouoa va Tw OTL ATav e To Seltepo ylati NpBda oe emadn pe MOAAG TalSAKLO TOU ANUOTLKOU,
Ta omolia eiyav evBouolaotel mapoAo mou Sev eixav kwdwon.



- NWwg NPBEG... ZUYYVWHN TIOU O SLAKOTITW, AANG TIPAYLATIKA E LVTPLYKAPEL, TwE POeg oe emadn;
‘Exaveg mapouaoiaon ota oxoAsla, oG MoOUE;

- Nat. Mnya og kamola oxoAsia Kal ékava mapoucioon Kot Ta eida atnv mpagn, SnAadn vo Unopolv e
TO KLVNTO TOUG VAL OKAVAPOUYV, YLOTL OTIwG EEPOUE OAa Ta TaSLA artd TIOAU LKPA TTAEOV £XOUV KLVNTO,
koL ta €ida va okavapouv ta QR Codes kat mpoomabouocayv va KAtaAdBoUV T VONLATLKH, VO KAVOUVE
SLadopeg xelpopopdEC TOU €KAVE 0 SLEPUNVENG TIPOKELWEVOU va KaTaAdfouy mola AéEn nTav
avtiotoLa oTn VONMOTLK.

- AniBavo! Ao nota nAkia, and mota ta€n paAhov Egkivnoeg;

- Elxa mael og pla Asutépa AnpotikoU, sixa maet kal og Mépmtn AnpotikoU. OL avTldpaoelg nTav
SL0poPETIKES, OAAA £XW VO TIW OTL TLG WPALOTEPEC EPWTNOELCG TLG SEXTAKALE Ao AsuTépa AnpoTikoU.

- Aeutépa dnpotikou, € BEPRata. Epeig to £xoupe {noetl oto 2.K.E.M pe ta pabiuota ota oxoAsia, SnAadn
JLE TOV avoLXTO SLAAoYO TIou KAVOUE ota oxoAeia. Ooo TLo PLIKPA Ta TTaLdLd, TOOO TILO OVOLXTA OTh
Sladpopetikotnta. MaAAov, dev lval avolytad, sivot HEPoG TG {whg Toug, dev BAEMouV T
SladopetikoTnTa.

- AkOpa Sev €xouv yeUOEL TOUTOU TA LUOAQ TOUG.
- AkplBwc.

- Onote umopoUlV va 0€ pWTHOOUV TIPAYHATA TA OOl €lval ATIOCTOUWTLKA, TTOU SV MIEPLUEVELC VAL OF
PWTNOOUVE Kal EMioNG aUTO Tou Toug e€nyeic To avtilapBavovtal apéow, yLati Sev £xouv TAUOU 0TO
MUOAO TOUG OUTWG WOTE VA £XOUV SNULOUPYNOEL AKOUO OLUTA TO “KOUTAKLA” TTOU AELE.

- Agv pou Asg, NTav n EMOUEVN Lo epwtnon. Tapmou, SnAadrn otov xwpo Twv Kwdwv Kal Baprkowy,
TopnoU. Nwg Kot Teoo Kal oL untdpxouv; Oswpw OTL elval éva peyaho BEpa, To Béua Twv taumou. To
£XELC OUVAVTNOEL;

- Quowka! Méoa amd tn SoUAELA LoU eMELSN lpal - UmopoU e va oV e 0 Sleppnvéag elvat n yédupa
ETILKOLVWVIAC OIVAUECO OE AKOUOVTA Kol Kwo...

- SwoTa.

- Omote akopa Kot oL KpUudEG OKEPELS, oTov Slepunvea £pxovtol TeEAelwg davepec. MpEmeL va TTOUUE OTL
£VaG KWPOC CUVOVTAEL TAUMOU KAl OTEPEOTUTIA 6° OAN TNV KABNEPLVOTNTA TOU, OO TO VAL TIAEL VA
gfunnpetnBel oe pa Snudota unnpeaoia, o TPomog ou Ba tov e€umnpetioouy eite sival KaAog ite
KOKOC, KO KOL 0TOV KAAO TPOTO Kal taAL kpUBovtal tapmol, SnAadr) tov efunnpetolv He Evav Tpomo
TIOU 0 (610G AUTOC 0 TPOTOG £XEL SLAKPLON.

- Mp.

- AKOpQ KalL 0 TPOTIOC TToU Ba Tou SWOoUV TNV MPOTEPALOTNTA, O TPOTOC oV Ba Tou HAcouv Kal Ba
ToU PepBbolv, eumepleéxel SLakpLon.



- Zépelg, epeic L ouveldntonolnoape otov X.K.E.M.; 2tV oucia gival n o UokoAn avamnnpla. Mati;
ALOTL 6TV CUVAVTAG €Va ATOUO HE KLVNTLKA avarnpia i évav TUPAO, To BAETELS, TO AVTLUETWILELS,
SnAadn BAEMELG TO avamnplko apalidlo, PAEMELG EVOEXOUEVWE TO UMAOTOUVL i £va okUAO 06nyo, omoTe
nposTolpaleoal oTo MW va Tov dlaxelploteic. Evav kwdo dev tov katalaaivelg, EpYETal Umpootd oou
Eadvika kal avtidapBaveoal 0tL Sev UMopel val 6ou PUIAACEL LLE TOV TPOTIO OV €0V YyVWPLIELS Kal Sev Tov
aKoUC kaBapad Kol eKel TAYWVELG Alyo. Aev Bewpw OTL elval KAKO TO VA TTAYWOELS, YLOTL lval pLo
KovoUpyla Kataotacon yla ogva. To B€pa sival mwg to dlaxelpileoal.

- N va oa¢ Swow £va XLOUPOPLOTIKO TTOPASELYUA, TO TIWE TIAYWVEL 0 KOOUOC Otav PAEMEL €éva KwdO,
elval otL mapa moAAEC dopEg OTav Evag KwdOg GTAVEL OTOV YKLOE Kol ipoomaBel va e€untnpetnBel o
OKOUOVTOG TOU amavtd ota AyyAKd.

- Mol vopilet OtL pihdel AyyAika emeldn Sev tov katalopaivel;

-'EXw TNV evtumwaon, ylati koatalaBaivete amo ta xpovia TnG EUMEeLplog MAEOV €Xw apXioeL va HEAETAW
KATTOLEG OUUTIEPLDOPEC YL va KaTaAdBw TL akplPwe cupPaivel, Bewpw OtTL HAAov o avBpwrtvog
eykédalog, emeldn £xeL cUVNOIOEL O£ KATL AYVWOTO, OE €Vl KEVO YAWOOOC TTOU UTIAPXEL, ETTLKOLVWVIOG,
va avtamokpivetal ota AyyAka, yati autr ival n puoikr pag andvinon o 0Aa, 0tav KATL Sev To
E€poupe, va pAape ota AyyAka. Npodoavwe otov kwdo Bewpouv OTL 0 Hdvog TPOTOoG yia va cuvdeBolv
padl Tou elvatl va Tou amavtroouv ota AyyALKd.

- KaAa eival amtioteuto.

- Elpaote mapa moAAég dopég og auth TNV apnxavn B€on va eEnyrnooupue O0tL o KUpLog sivat EAAnvag,
omAd LAGEL vonuatikn, 8ev xpeldletal va Tou AATE ota AyyALKA. Elval KATL QUTOMOTO Kal XL CUUPEL
napa MoAAEG popéEc. [yéALa]

- TV aUTO Kall EMUEVW OTO OGO ONUOVTLKO gival va mapeupaivel kavelg ota oxoAeia amo pikpn nAtkia
yla va €€olKELWVEL Ta adLd e TNV Evvola TG dtadopetikdtnTag. Nopilw Ba dAAale mapa OAU TLg
KOTOOTAOELG QUTO.

- KL ekel Ba nBeha va emiotpéPw OTO KOUUATL TOU TapapuBlov. AuTog Tav 0 oTOX0G OTAV TO
Snuovpynoo, yati Bswpw OTL av £pBoupe ot emadr He TNV TPOSRACIUOTNTA, LE TV avamnpia ano
mapa oAU pkpn nAtkia, apyotepa Oa gival katt mdpo oAU $pucLloAoyLkd yLlo ERAG.

- Na, ekel To BAETELG OTOV OE LA OLKOYEVELD UTTAPXEL Evar ol pe avarmnpia, ta adéAdla, n owkoyEvela
teleiwg e€okelwpévol kat Sgv umtdpyetl amoAUTWE Kavéva POBANua. To 8Lo og TAEeLg TToU UTIAP)XEL,
CUVUTTAPXEL £Va TTALSAKL e avamnpia, TIAAL oL cURHABNTEG Sev £xouv Kaveva TPORANUa. EXETE KAVEL
KATTOLEG KLVNOELC w¢ HandsUp i 00 wg MNwpyog 2Tddng yLlo vo UITAVETE TILO TAKTLKA o€ S18aKTIKA wpa
ota oxoAeia, yla va Selyvete o¢ moUpe f To MapapUBL f KATTOLEG TEXVLKEG N YLaL VoL EENYELTE TLElval N
VONUATIKA, WG SLoXELPL{OUOOTE. . .;

- H aAnBela eival otL, vopilw 6oL To yvwpiloupe, OTL TO KOUUATL TO YpOodELOKPATIKO SeV gival mapa
TIOAU €UKOAO yLaL VO LTTOPECELG VAL UTELG oTa oXoAeia. To mapapuBL Atave évag oUpelog (Mmog Unopw
va w ylotl ta (Sla ta oxoAeia...



-'Htav éva ocwoto epyaleio.

- ...epxoOvTOUCAYV YLA VA LoU {NTHOOUV VO UMOUE O€ AUTA, eVw €lval TIOAU 1o SUokoAo otav 00 INTAG
VO UTTELG OF HILOL TAEN YLa VO EKTTALSEVUOELC YL TO KOUUATL TG avamnnplag, va mdpelg To ok. Evw, otav to
1610 to o)YoAeio oto {ntacL RTav oAU 1o eUKoAn n Stadikaoia.

- YnonteUopal ATtikn, £xelc SouAéPel povo e oxoAeia otnv ATTKN;
- ZwoTa.

- Nati n emapyia Oa eixe mapa moAv evéladépov. Na oTelAeLg O LIKPA XWPLA, OE ULKPEC SOUEC, OF
oxoAeia mou untdpyxouv povo 10 matdia i 5 matdia va oteidel avto to BLBAio. Mmopeic Stadiktuakad vo
To KAvelg 6nAadn; H npémel va eloal... uToBETW Mpémel va eloat Kot o (81og | kamoLog AAAoG va e€nyel
aKPLBWE Ttwg yivetal.

- Aladiktuaka vai, puoikd Ba propoloa armhd, To B£pa eival OTL KaAo sival to motdLd ekeivn TV wpa
va BETOUV TIC amopieg TouC Kal va UTtApXEL pila aAAnAsTtidpaon.

- SwoTo.

- Eixe ylvel ovtwg pia Stadiktuakn, prnopol e va moU e mapouciaon Pe O@ecoalovikn, e oxolelo To
ormolo ovtwg pou £€0eoe SLadopeg pwTNOELG, AAAA Kal TIAAL Sev To éviwoa to (8lo ylati dev eiyape autn
™V enadn, OMWE Ue Ta TadLd otnv ATTIKN, TTou 0To TéAog B€Aouv va o’ aykaAldoouv, BEAouv va oe
PWTNOOUV TTPAYUATA, VO KAVETE pall vonuatikr. OAa autd vopilw mpoadidouv.

- @a unmopouce 0g KATIOLEG TAEELG VAL UTIAPXEL KAl LABNUa vonuatikig, SnAadr Ba pnopouoe va eivat
HEPOG pLag SLEaKTIKAC wpag, Sev oou AEw va HABELS TN VONUOTLKN, TTPAYHOTIKA yiati O£AeL tdpa oAU
Xpovo. Katapxdg mdoo xpovo BEAEL yla va LABELC vonuaTtikh; AG TO TTAPOULE aTto TV apxh.

- Oa pmopouacape va ToUKE OTL yLa va LABELS TN VONUOTLKY Og €va TTOAU KaAO MIMeS0 eMKOLVWVIOG
givat 4 xpovia.

- A, elvaL 4 xpovio;
- Elva 4. EmutAéov BEPBata n Sleppunvela peTa.
- Nau, vait, 0L armAd yLol TN VONUOTIKA Vo LABELG.

- Elva 4 xpovia. Map’ 6Aa autd, n ik Hou poowrtikn arnodn eivat otL onwg podaivoups AyyAikd, Oa
propoloape KGAALOTA va pabaivou e vonuotikr ota oxoheia. TOUAGXLOTOV i BAOLKN ETUKOWVWVILAL.

- 5 Baoikad, pa kaAnpépa, évo avtio SnAadn...
- Aev XpelaleTal va (IANCOULE yLa TTUPNVLKN GUCLKT, PACLKA TIPAYUATOL.

- Oxy, oxy, vay, vat. MNa va Sei&etg kat otov AAAoV OTL EXELG KAVEL TNV TIPOCTIABELA YLA VAL UTTELG KAL OTOV
61KO Tou KOOpoO. Elval oAU o oAU B€pa evouvaioBnong, Ba éleya.

- Kait elvait €éva KoPPATL TNG KOWVWVIOC HOG TTOU aVayKAOTIKA KAamola oTyun Ba BpeBeig og emadn, ylati
elval pnv eloat mpoetolaopéVoC YU aUTo;



- B£€Bata. Exelg SetL pia Stadopd eniong ta teAeutaia xpovia o auto dnAadr)... Mati mAéov xeLg
EKTIALOEVOEL KOOWO Kal e TN S0UAELA Kal w¢ MNwpyog ZTadng kat ws HandsUp Agency, €xeLg 6eL ta
natdia va ahdaouv, Toug edprifouc va aAAalouy; lMNati Sev LIAAwW yLo TOug eVAALKEG, eival Atyakt lost
case, AAAa yLa TOUG TILo VEOUG.

- MpémneL va w OTL N EVIUTIWON TIOU Hou SIVETAL AUTH TN OTLYUH €LvOL OTL YEVIKOTEPA N veolaia elval
avolyth, aAAa kat dyyaouévn emniong. AnAadrn Bswpw OTL UTTAPXOUV TTASLA HE TTapa TTOAU avoLXTO HUAAG
KOlL ETOLUOL VA QVTLUETWITIO0UV KABE evOeXOUEVO OTO PEAAOV e TIOAAN PPECKASA KOL VEAVIKO TPOTIO KOl
va Bpoupe AUOELG Kal UTIAPXEL BEwpw Kol EVOl KOUUATL TNG VEOAQLAC, TTOU KUPLWG EMNPEOCUEVO OO
TOUG YOVE(C TOU, KPOTAEL QKOO TO LUOAO TOU OPKETA KAELOTO.

- Akdpa; To 2022;
- Eyw atoBavopal ot val, UTIAP)EL.

- To omolo eival evtunwolako ylati mAgov £xelg mpooBacn otnv mAnpodopia mavrol Kot oAU eUKOAa.
Oa to kataAafalva auto ripv 100 xpovia, Sev To kataAafaivw TO00 Twpa, GHUEPA.

- AloBavopat 0TL olyoupa To olKkoyevelaKo TeptBAAAov emnpedlet apa moAU. EMopEVwG, av Kal o
YOVLOG S€V KAVEL UL TTPOOTIABOE L TIPOKELUEVOU va dEpeL To Ttaldi Tou o€ emadr] pe OeTikA mpoTuna, dev
uropel va e€eAiyBel, Onwg ival avapevopevo, va e€eAiyOel.

- Z€ EUXOPLOTW TIAPO TIOAU TTOU HOOUV KOVTA Hag onpepa kot Ba ta Eavanoupe cuvtopa!
- Kol eyw guyaplotw moAu!
Avbpikn dwvnA: H cupmepiAnn Sev sival pia emdoyn, ival n povn emthoyn.

Mo va pn XAoete Kavéva enelcodlo amno ta podcast tou Hop On Inclusion akoAouBriote pag oto Spotify,
Google Podcasts, Apple Podcasts, Podbean kat ¢puoikd oto hoponinclusion.com.

Transcript

Male Voice: These are the hoponinclusion.com's podcasts

Athena Kritikou: Hello, my name is Athena Kritikou, SKEP’s Founder and President. Today | am hosting
George Stathis. George Stathis has been a professional Greek Sign Language Interpreter since 2013. He is
the Founder and President of the Social Company "HandsUp Agency", the first sign language interpreter
agency in Greece. In 2019, he was elected president of the Greek Sign Language Interpreters Association.

Male voice: Disability? Don't stick to stereotypes. Learn to live together in a world for all.

Athena Kritikou: My dear George, in a previous podcast we talked about you, what led you to resist an
indifferent society and the reasons that motivated you to create the "HandsUp Agency" in 2017. In
October 2019, your first book entitled "The 7th Descendant and the Twin Gems" was published from
Hydroplano Publications. Tell us a little about your book, about Thalia and about the deaf hero of your
book, Kimon.



George Stathis: Well, "The 7th Descendant..." is essentially my first literary book and | would like to add
that | have started writing books since | was 13. It is a big part of who | am, and | want to develop this
aspect as well. To be brief, let's say it's the adventures of a teenage girl, or woman, and | say woman
because she becomes one later on in the story. Anyway, she discovers magical powers through a gem,
that she inherited from her family. So, she begins a journey to try to discover if these powers define her
or if she can actually manipulate these powers. She tries essentially to understand what the relationship
between her and this gem is. In this book, | think it was inevitable for me to include a deaf character
because, like me, deaf people exist in my own life and | interact with them every day, it's something
completely normal and spontaneous in my life. So that's exactly how it should be in the book as well. It is
an opportunity to show that in a fictional world a person with disability can have a place in it and even
play a very important role, but | don't want to do any spoiler alerts. It is an opportunity to depict sign
language through the book, and that even in a magical world a person with disability has a place.

- Of course. Tell me, what was the public response to the book? | also believe that it would be very
interesting to provide this book in schools because it is very interesting to have a character who is different
from the others. So, what has been the response in general?

- I must say that a lot of people were surprised, even though | didn't expect it, that there is a deaf character
in the book. | considered it very natural that there would be one. The response to the book was very
positive and additionally | was told by readers that it was the first time they could understand aspects of
a deaf person that they could not see in the real world, in society. | think that in fact yes, it is very important
that such books are found in schools and that children come into contact with issues relating to society,
such as disability, through the literary world. At this point, | should say that about a year ago, my first fairy
tale was published, which has QR Codes, and one can listen to the fairy tale, in this way allowing a blind
child to listen to it, as it is read by an actor.

- What is the title?
- The title is "Rachel and her Magic Lessons (M)Passions."
- Amazing! Is it from the same publisher?

- The same publisher, yes. Furthermore, in this fairy tale there is also a QR Code where you can see the
fairy tale in sign language, and “read” the whole fairy tale in sign language. | believe this could really be
an educational tool in schools.

- Have you translated it into English?
- No, not yet.

- Well, it should be! Because | am sure that abroad there are such books, whereas in Greece there are
none, or at least very few, therefore it is worth it. Maybe you should try to enter the international realm
of fairy tales with different heroes. Which had the greater response, the first or the second book?

- | would say it was the second one because | came into contact with many elementary school children,
who were very excited, even though they were not deaf.



- How did you come... Sorry to interrupt, but I'm really intrigued, how did you come into contact? Did you
give presentations at schools?

- Yes. | went to some schools and gave presentations and | saw the pupils in action, that is, scanning the
books with their mobile phones, because as we know all children now have mobile phones from a very
young age, and | saw them scanning the QR Codes and trying to understand the semantics, making the
various hand gestures that the interpreter did, in order to understand which word corresponded to the
sign language gesture.

- Amazing! At what age, rather what grade, did you start with?

- I went to a Second Grade Class of a Primary School, | also went to a Fifth Grade Class of another Primary
School. The reactions were varied, but | have to say that we received the best questions from the second
graders!

- Elementary school, second grade, of course. We have experienced this at SKEP with the lessons in
schools, that is, with the open dialogue we implement in Elementary Schools. The younger the children,
the more open to diversity they are. Rather, they are not open, it is part of their life, they do not see any
differences.

- Their minds haven’t yet been filled with taboos.
- Exactly.

- So, they can ask you things that are truly jaw-dropping, things that you aren’t expecting to be asked.
Also, they immediately understand what you’re telling them, or rather, since they have no taboos, they
haven’t created these little "boxes" in their minds... at least not yet.

- Actually, that was my next question. Taboo in the area of the deaf and hard of hearing... what is it, how
often do you come across it, and where is it found mostly? | think it's a big issue, the issue of taboos. Have
you come across it often?

- Of course! Through my work because | am... we can say that essentially the interpreter is the bridge of
communication between the hearing and the deaf.

- Correct.

- So even hidden thoughts become completely clear to the interpreter. We must say that a deaf person
encounters taboos and stereotypes throughout his daily life, from being served in the civil sector, the way
he will be served, whether it is good or bad, but even in the “good way” there are still hidden taboos, in
other words, they serve him/her in a manner that is, in essence, discriminatory.

-Mm...

- Even the way they give him/her priority, the manner they talk to him and treat him, all these behaviors
are discrimination.



- Do you know what we have realized at SKEP? That in fact, deafness is the most difficult disability. Why?
Because when you meet a person with a mobility impairment or a blind person, you see them, you deal
with them, that is, you see the wheelchair, maybe you see a cane or a guide dog, so you prepare yourself
in how to manage the situation. You don't understand a deaf person, he/she comes in front of you
suddenly and you realize that he can't talk to you in the way you can understand and you can't hear
him/her clearly and at that moment, you freeze a little. | don't think freezing is bad because it's a new
situation for you. It's all about how you handle it.

- Yes, you're right. | want to tell you a humorous example, about how people freeze when they see a deaf
person. Very often when a deaf person reaches a counter and tries to be served, the hearing person
answers in English.

- Does the server think he/she speaks English because he doesn't understand him/her?

- | have the impression, through my years of experience... | have now started to study some behaviors to
understand exactly what is happening. | believe that the human brain, because it is used to something
unknown, to a gap in the language, in communication, that in fact it responds in English, because that is
our natural response to everything! When we don't know something, we tend to speak in English.
Apparently, the hearing person feels that the only way to connect with the deaf person is to respond in
English.

- Well, that's incredible.

- So many times, we find ourselves in this awkward position to explain that the gentleman is in fact Greek,
he just “speaks” in sign language, you don't need to speak to him in English. It's an automatic thing and
has happened too many times to count. [laughs]

- This is why | insist on how important it is to intervene in schools from an early age to familiarize children
with the concept of diversity. | think it would change the situation a great deal.

- And this is where | would like to return to the role of the fairy tale in schools. That was the goal when |
created the book, because | think that if we come into contact with accessibility, with disability from a
very young age, it will be something very normal for them later on.

- Yes, you see this when in a family there is a child with a disability, the siblings, the family are completely
familiarized and there is absolutely no problem. The same is true in classes where there is a child with a
disability... once again the classmates have no problem. Have you made any moves either as HandsUp or
as you yourself, George Stathis to enter more regularly in schools, to present, let’s say, the fairy tale or
some techniques or to explain what sign language is, how we manage...?

- The truth is that, and | think we all know it, that due to bureaucratic red tape it is not easy to enter
schools. You know the fairy tale was a “Trojan Horse”, | can say, because the schools themselves...

- It was the right tool.



- ...they were coming to me and asking to join them, whereas it is much more difficult when you ask to
join a class to discuss about disability and to get the ok. However, when the school itself asks for you, the
process is much easier.

- | suspect you have only worked with schools in Attica.
- Exactly.

- Because the province would be very interesting. To send this book to small villages, to small
communities, to schools where there are only 10 children or 5 children... Can you do it online? Or do you
have to be... | guess you have to do it yourself or be present yourself or have someone else explain exactly
how the accessibility of the book works.

- Online yes, of course, the point is that it is good for the children to ask their questions at that moment
so that there can be a strong interaction.

- Right.

- There was indeed an online presentation with a school in Thessaloniki, and the pupils did ask me various
guestions, but I still didn't feel the same because we didn't have that contact, like the one with the children
in Attica, who, at the end wanted to hug me, wanted to ask me a lot of things, wanted to do sign language
all together. | think all these factors really count.

-You know, in some grades there could also be sign language lessons, that is, it could be part of a lesson,
I'm not suggesting you teach sign language, really because it takes too much time. First of all let me ask
you how long does it take to learn sign language? Let's start from the beginning.

- We could say that it takes 4 years to learn sign language at a very good level of communication.
- Oh, it takes 4 years.

- Yes 4. You also have to take into consideration the interpretation training afterwards.

- Yes, yes, it’s not just learning sign language.

- It's 4 years. However, my own personal opinion is that just as we learn English, we might as well learn
sign language in schools. At least at a basic communication level.

- 5 basic phrases, good morning, goodbye, right?
- Yes, we’re not going to discuss nuclear physics, just basic stuff.

- No, exactly. To show the disabled person that you have made the effort to enter his/her world as well.
It's much more a matter of empathy, I'd say.

- And it is a part of our society that you will undoubtedly come into contact with at some point, why
shouldn’t be prepared for it?

- Of course. You have probably noticed a difference in the last few years regarding this... Because now you
have educated people, both through your work, as George Stathis, and as HandsUp Agency. Have you
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seen children change, teenagers change? Because I'm not talking about adults, that’s a bit of a lost case,
but about our youth.

- | must say that the impression | get at the moment is that in general the youth is open to diversity, but
also divided at the same time. In other words, | think that there are children with a very open mind, ready
to face any eventuality in the future with a lot of freshness, and in a youthful manner, to find solutions.
However, there is also a part of young people, mainly influenced by their parents, who are still narrow
minded.

- Still? In 20227
- | feel that, yes!

- Which is impressive because now they have access to information everywhere and very easily. | would
have understood this 100 years ago, but today | don't understand this attitude.

- | feel that the family environment definitely plays a huge role. Therefore, if the parent/parents make no
effort to bring his/her child into contact with positive role models, it is expected that he/she cannot
evolve, cannot develop an open mindset.

- George, thank you very much for being with us today and we will meet again soon!
- Thank you very much too!
Male voice: Inclusion is not an option, it's the only option.

To never miss an episode of Hop On Inclusion podcasts follow us on Spotify, Google Podcasts, Apple
Podcasts, Podbean and of course hoponinclusion.com.
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